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State Mercury-Containing Product Legislation 



Summary 



States have enacted or introduced legislation that would require the labeling, collection, or phase-out 
of mercury-containing products, such as mercury-containjng lamps. EIA opposes such legislation 
because the amount of mercury used in electronic applications is so small that reoulaltng such uses 
would have a negligible impact on reducing mercury releases to the environment 

Background 

Some electronic products, such as laptop computers digital cameras, flat panel televisions, and 
copier and tax machines, include mefcuiy-containing lamps for iHummation and e net ay efficiency. 
Currently, there is no cost-effective alternative to mercury-containing lamps in electronic products 
The amount of mercury in these lamps is very small and is usually measured in micrograms. 

States have introduced and. in some cases enacted legislation to require the labeling collection, 
antt-or phase-out of certain mercury-containing products The stated goal of such legislation is to 
reduce the amount of mercury entering the environment when mercury-con raining products are 
disposed of in landfills and through incineration. States that have enacted mercury legislation include 
Minnesota. Vermont Nev, Hampshire, and Maine States that have or are considered enacting 
legislation include New York., Rhode Island, and Connecticut The Nortt>east Waste Manaaement 
Officials Association (NEW MCA} recently drafted 'model' mercury legislation that it hopes *ttf trigger 
the enactment of region-wide mercury legislation. 

Emissions from coat-fired electric power plants and other combustion sources represent the largest 
source category of mercury emissions to the environment C37\.>. Of the otf>ef sources only 10% of 
mercury emissions to fhe environment can be attributed lo manufacturing purees. Of that smalt 
fraction, less than 0 1°% of mercury emissions is attributed to all electrical applications - a category 
which includes all lamps and electrical tights - itot just lamps used in electronic applications If 
legislation succeeds in bannnig or regulation the use of mercury in electronics, it will have a neoligible 
impact on the total amount of mercury released to the environment yet impose large costs on the 
industry and, in furn. on consumers. 

E1A Position 

EiA opposes legislation that would regulate or ban the use or mercury in electronic applications 
Although Ihe stated goal of proposed legislation is lo reduce mercury emissions to the environment 
there is no evidence that regulating of banning the use of mercury in electronics would acteeve that 
goal. In fact due to the energy efficiency benefits associated with the use of mercury lamp?, 
regulating or banning such uses may result in greater mercury releases to the environment since 
more mercury releases from coal-fired etectnc power plants may result. In order to demonstrate its 
commitment to ensuring flie proper end-of-life management of electronic products. EIA and" its 
members hnve developed a Consumer Education Initintlve <CEh. '.vhich wilt inform consumers about 
voluntary electronic recycling programs 



It is likely that stil-s vwll continue to introduce legislation to regulate or nan the us^ of mercury in 
electronic application? Such legislation writ not achieve its Intended goal of reducing mercury 
releases to the environment As an alternative EiA ,vifl promote its Consumer Education Initiative 
*CEI>. which .vtll encourage consumers 1o properly manage and recycle used electronics 
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